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On June 13, teachers in La Paz and El Alto defied the state of siege imposed by Bolivian President
Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada on April 19, and called another strike over wage demands. The
teachers' action is the latest evidence of ongoing civic unrest that has plagued the Sanchez de
Lozada administration. The teachers, organized in the Federaciones de Maestros Urbanos, waged a
two-month strike earlier this year that ended on May 3, after the imposition of the state of siege (see
NotiSur, 04/28/95 and 05/12/95). They are now demanding back pay and bonuses they say are owed
to them, and they insist they will not return to their classrooms until they are paid.
According to union leader Javier Baldivieso, despite complaints filed with the Secretary of
Education, the teachers have not received a promised bonus of approximately US$107, nor their
May salary. In addition, according to Fred Nunez, leader of the rural teachers' union, the situation
in the local schools is critical. More than 300 teachers were fired without just cause during the strike,
according to Nunez. He said they were replaced with people from the governing party Movimiento
Nacionalista Revolucionario (MNR), who have no training or teaching experience.
The latest teachers' strike is one of many protests that have been carried out despite the state of
siege, which was imposed following months of unrest and protests by teachers, organized labor,
and coca growers. None of those disputes has been successfully resolved, nor has the state of siege
stopped the protests. Just after the earlier teachers' strike ended, two La Paz teachers went on a
hunger strike, protesting the continued detention of four of their leaders who had been charged
with sedition. In response, on May 9 the government raided the offices of the independent Bolivian
Human Rights Assembly, where the teachers were waging their hunger strike.
The government action brought strong protests from human rights organizations and opposition
political leaders. Since then, despite the prohibition of all strikes, protests, and unauthorized
meetings, anti-government actions have continued. On June 6 in the city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
900 km east of La Paz, thousands of citizens staged a peaceful 24-hour work stoppage, demanding
government decentralization. The protest totally paralyzed the city, Bolivia's second largest,
according to radio reports. Despite a heavy military presence and prior warnings that protestors
would be detained, no arrests were made.
The Santa Cruz protest reflects the demand by the nine Bolivian departments for more political and
administrative autonomy and the right to elect their state officials by direct vote. The administration
has proposed a Decentralization Law, which the departmental Civic Committees rejected at a
meeting in Cochabamba on June 8, saying that it does not go far enough. Sanchez de Lozada, on
the other hand, says the departments' demands threaten the unity of the country. Meanwhile, the
situation also remains volatile in the coca-growing region, where the organized coca growers are
protesting the US-imposed forced eradication of their fields. In March, the US threatened to cut
off aid to Bolivia unless 1,750 hectares of coca fields were destroyed by the end of June. To meet
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the deadline, the Bolivian military under the supervision of US DEA agents are continuing the
eradication program in the Chapare, Bolivia's principal coca-growing region.
Opposition legislators have denounced Sanchez de Lozada's arbitrary actions, including the
imposition of the state of siege. On June 8, they issued a statement expressing "their deep fear for
the dangerous shift in our democracy toward authoritarian practices and the lack of respect for
prevailing law." The document calls for "justice for all, impartiality in the National Electoral Court,
transparency in the sale of state enterprises, administrative decentralization, and compensation for
the eradication of coca fields." (Sources: Reuter, 05/09/95, 06/05/95; Inter Press Service, 06/08/95;
Agence France-Presse, 06/01/95, 06/06-09/95; Notimex, 06/02/95, 06/06/95, 06/08/95, 06/12/95)
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